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New carp regs a go

A wastewater treatment plant that may spell the 
end of the West Credit River’s brook trout fishery 
could face a federal review.

The Erin Wastewater Treatment Plant, slated 
to be built this summer, will discharge seven-mil-
lion litres of effluent daily directly upstream of 
native brook trout spawning and nursery areas 
in the West Credit River near Belfountain and the 
Forks of the Credit Provincial Park.

It is being opposed by the Coalition of the 
West Credit River (CWCR), which consists of the 
Belfountain Community Organization, Izaak 
Walton Fly Fishing Club, Ontario Rivers Alliance, 
Ontario Streams, Trout Unlimited Canada Greg 
Clark Chapter, and the West Credit River Watch. As 
of press time, the group has gathered more than 
16,000 signatures for their Cut the Crap, Keep the 
Credit petition, opposing the project.

The group believes the facility ’s initial 
Environmental Study Report was not transparent 
about decision processes and deficient in gaug-
ing the cumulative impact of population growth, 
climate change, and how the effluent would 
affect water temperatures and quality. Adding 
it also failed to consider the UNESCO Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve less than 
700 metres downstream from where the effluent 
will be discharged. That area is home to several 
sensitive fish species, including the endangered 
redside dace and reintroduced Atlantic salmon. 

After making no progress at local and provin-
cial levels, the CWCR sought federal oversight.

On March 11, they learned that their peti-
tion for a federal impact assessment review 
of the wastewater facility was successful. The 
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada is, at press 
time, conducting an analysis and will make a 
recommendation to Minister of Environment 

Water treatment plant 
threatens West Credit

and Climate Change Johnathon Wilkinson as 
to whether to designate the project under the 
Impact Assessment Act. If designated, the minis-
ter will provide a response that could impact the 
project’s outcome.

Judy Mabee, president of the Belfountain 
Community Organization, said the CWCR recog-
nizes the need for growth in The Township of Erin 
and Hillsburgh, but believes it should be reason-
able and sustainable.

According to the CWCR, the municipal plan 
to grow the population from its current 4,500 to 
about 18,873 would be accompanied by a host 
of issues that could harm the river’s ecosystem.

“The Upper Credit is truly one of the last bas-
tions of wilderness in the shadow of urban sprawl, 
one of the few remaining cold-water streams in 
southern Ontario that has genuine blue-ribbon 
trout fishing,” Mabee said.

Ontario Streams Senior Biologist Mark Heaton 
says the treatment plant would create a 150 to 
750-metre effluent plume that would raise dis-
solved oxygen, ammonia, chloride, and tem-
peratures to dangerous levels for brook trout. 
This could be disastrous, especially during sum-
mer when water temperatures are already high, 
water levels are low, and the current slow, he said. 
Droughts or excessively hot summers could com-
bine with the plume for an even more devastat-
ing impact on trout, perhaps even wiping them 
out entirely, Heaton added.

“We shouldn’t be managing fisheries without 
allowing for these events,” he said.

Heaton said other municipalities have dealt 
with similar issues successfully and that technol-
ogy to mitigate these concerns exists.

To learn more, visit westcreditriverwatch.ca.
– Steve Galea

MOOSE POOP 
NEEDED
A Nipissing University 
researcher has put a 
call out for moose scat 
samples for a proj-
ect that will compare 
the nutritional chem-
istry of moose forage 
in Newfoundland and 
Ontario.

Peter Nosko, a pro-
fessor in Nipissing’s 
Department of Biology 
and Chemistry, has 
been working on moose 
research for 15 years. 
Much of this has been 
in Newfoundland’s Gros 
Morne National Park, 
where moose densities 
are much higher, and 
where he discovered 
moose are consuming a 
lot of balsam fir.

“In general, bal-
sam fir aren’t as tasty 
to moose as deciduous 
trees,” he said, further 
explaining this doesn’t 
occur a lot elsewhere.

Nosko raised the 
possibility that the con-
sumption of balsam fir 
may produce chemicals 
in the moose that dis-
courages attacks from 
both mammalian and 
insect predators.

To further this 
research, Nosko is com-
paring moose drop-
pings in Ontario and 
Newfoundland.

“It’s just another tool 
we have to look at the 
nutritional ecology of 
moose without chasing 
them down and sticking 
things in them,” he said.

Nosko would like 
samples from different 
parts of Ontario taken 
through the seasons. 

For more info, email 
petern@nipissingu.ca.  
Please contact him 
before collecting 
samples.

– Jeff Helsdon
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