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Belfountain Under Siege

A dispatch from the battlefield.

June 22, 2021 | Nicola Ross (https://www.inthehills.ca/author/nicola-ross/) | Community
(https://www.inthehills.ca/category/community/)

It's no exaggeration that my village of Belfountain in Caledon is under siege. At its annual general
meeting in May, the Belfountain Community Organization updated residents about the latest
developments in its traffic battle, the sewage-treatment-plant skirmish, the too-many-tourists
conflict, the Manors-of-Belfountain-subdivision clash, and a pair of aggregate-mining struggles.
Tucked in at the bottom of the night's agenda, which also included the sticky issue of fundraising
- it's not going well - was “Christmas Potluck.” This lone community-building activity garnered a
scant five minutes in the two-hour-plus meeting. It reminded me of a wartime bulletin broadcast
by the venerable BBC at the height of the Blitz.

The experience also brought to mind a seasoned municipal politician who once told me he
became a councillor because he wanted to do great things for his community. Once elected,
however, he discovered he spent most of his time preventing his fellow politicians, bureaucrats
and others from doing stupid things. He had little energy left over to accomplish all the good he'd
expected to do.

And isn't that how life feels sometimes?
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Rather than kicking up our heels attending Christmas potlucks, we spend our time writing letters,
posting signs and adding our names to petitions to stop a quarry or a super highway or a sewage
plant or a housing development. And during these Covid-19 days, we talk of little else than the
stupid things politicians are doing.

| can't imagine the pressure government officials and regulatory agencies must be under at any
time, much less during this pandemic. So | try to give them the benefit of the doubt - much to the
chagrin of my partner, Alex, who is less forgiving of stupidity than | am. But when it comes to the
devastating acts and misguided deeds that are eroding life in my precious childhood home in
Belfountain, generosity eludes me.
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Click for larger size with legend. Map by Nicola Ross.

| sometimes reminisce with my siblings about those carefree summer days of our youth, living a
kilometre west of Belfountain’s pair of general stores. Good as Caledon was in the 1960s, much is
better today. In places, our forests have matured. I'm more apt to see deer and foxes when I'm
out walking on an expanded network of trails. And | love stopping in for a great coffee in our
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village café where I'll likely run into friends and neighbours. In other words, Belfountain remains
a vibrant community, though it's increasingly under stress.

Most of the village's 300 residents live in modest houses with private, often-unreliable wells and
temperamental septic systems. With two cafés where villagers can meet for coffee, three stores,
a trio of ice cream parlours, a church, a beautiful conservation area, one stop sign and no fire
hydrants, Belfountain lies at the west end of the scenic Forks of the Credit Road. Fields and
forests wrap around our village, making it charming to residents and visitors alike. Belfountain,
you might say, has charisma.

But because it is situated in the Town of Caledon, Belfountain is included in the Region of Peel,
along with the cities of Mississauga and Brampton. As a result, the town has access to resources
and services that can make other local municipalities swoon. However, this setup also means

Caledon is part of the Greater Toronto Area, making it subject to a unique, ill-fitting set of urban
rules and polices that are undermining its rural nature and community spirit. Given a provincial
mandate for Caledon to more than quadruple its population to 300,000 over the next three
decades, the Belfountain Community Organization’s battles will only escalate.
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Scenes from a village Life in Belfountain is a complicated tapestry of indisputable charms and worrisome
challenges. Photo by Fred Webster.

When | was young, my dad worried Caledon would eventually be subsumed by the city. | grew up
expecting that one day I'd flee Caledon, just as some of my neighbours are refugees from
Meadowvale and other villages now completely engulfed by Mississauga or Brampton. With
passage of the Niagara Escarpment Plan, designation of the Niagara Escarpment UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve, opening of the Bruce Trail, public acquisition of an almost uninterrupted
swath of protected land stretching from Belfountain to north of the Forks of the Credit Provincial
Park, and creation of Ontario’s Greenbelt, | began to believe Belfountain might be spared the
unkindlier effects of the urban itch to grow. After all, the village is buffered by layers of protective
legislation and contained within a huge stretch of greenspace.

But | can no longer ignore my eyes, ears and heart. And it's not just the effect of the pandemic,
though Covid-19 has made the future arrive a bit sooner. Despite my hopes, Belfountain is being
relentlessly squeezed by government policies that jam ever more people into the GTA, and
demand that GTA municipalities provide the housing, water, sewage, aggregate, highways and
other resources required by this increasingly dense congestion of humanity. No matter if it
means polluting pristine rivers, digging up and paving over ever more prime agricultural or highly
protected, ecologically significant land, and compromising our already insufficient supply of
recreational space.

Some days | feel as though Belfountain is James Bond's seductive love interest in a 007 movie - a
sort of village fatale. In my imagined film, our hamlet becomes trapped in one of those chambers
where the walls are slowly closing in. Operating the controls are crooked overlords in cahoots
with a cast of money-lusting Goldfingers. They want us down on our knees, repeating over and
over again the mantra, “Grow or Die. Grow or Die. Grow or Die.” - hoping to make us accept that
paving over and digging up our environs is good for the economy and therefore good for
Belfountain. They want us to believe that loud racing vehicles careening down our valleys and
tourist litter are just the price we must pay for living in a beautiful place.

Meanwhile, from stage left, enters our hero, or in this case, our heroes: the Niagara Escarpment
Commission, the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal and Credit Valley Conservation - the champions
of our fish and wildlife, our hills, valleys, water, peace and quiet. In the film, these regulatory
agencies wrench the levers from the overlords, but in real life it's seldom that simple.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENTS
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We want to believe these agencies will rescue the environment and our community - in fact, they
might think they can. Their seemingly heroic intervention may cause the walls to slow down,
briefly stop or even recede for a while. But the squeeze never lets up. The walls inch ever closer.
James Bond is not coming to the rescue. We, the villagers and a few committed politicians, are
left to our own devices. And while the foe appears to be a developer or multinational aggregate
company, the battle is really against governments whose policies mean aggregate extraction
trumps the environment and agriculture, and whose rules pit small communities against giants
and call it fair game.

My film plot might sound overly dramatic, but Belfountain really is being battered from all sides.
In the past, when | told people | lived there, their faces would light up. They would say, “You are
so lucky. It's so beautiful.” Now a frown crowds out their smiles and they add, “But it's awfully

busy, isn't it?"

Don't get me wrong - | repeat, “Belfountain is a great place to live.” But lately my neighbours and
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| find ourselves hoping it will be cold and rainy on the weekends. Otherwise the throngs will
descend, taking over our coffee shops, crowding out the Belfountain Conservation Area,
overwhelming our rural roads with rush-hour-like traffic jams, and filling our valleys with the
lingering roar of motorcycles and racing cars. When | was young, we only had heavy traffic in
Belfountain once a year on Thanksgiving weekend.

It's not that | begrudge anyone getting out to enjoy the countryside (I make my living writing
hiking guides!). But surely the goal is to enjoy the sights and smells and peace of nature - all of
which is lost when eager crowds turn our village into a midway and our rural roads into
thoroughfares. Belfountain's new reality means that despite as many as ten OPP officers
patrolling the main street and surrounding roads, even setting up a satellite office in our
community hall, car racing, littering, blocked driveways and illegal parking make village life - to
put it mildly - challenging.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENTS
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If an oversupply of visitors was Belfountain’s only concern or even its major woe, other busy
towns might not feel much sympathy. But too many tourists is only one of the closing walls that
our able, but overworked BCO is battling.

We also have to contend with the prospect of 7.2 million litres per day of Erin’s heated sewage
effluent being dumped into the West Credit River upstream from our village and next to
temperature-sensitive brook trout spawning beds. Then there’s our limited access to and
development of what was once our community’s treasured conservation area. Reservations are
now needed if, for instance, we want to take our dogs there for an evening stroll.

There are two expanded gravel pits nearby and a new application for a large quarry that involves
blasting below the water table. The renewed hunt for aggregate is fuelled, I'm told, by the
resurrected plan to build Highway 413 that will cross south Caledon. And we will soon have to
endure the flattening of Mississauga Road, which connects commuters to their jobs in Brampton,
Mississauga and Toronto - as if we need another raceway.

0 of27 2021-07-12.9:10 p.m.



Belfountain Under Siege | In The Hills https://www.inthehills.ca/2021/06/belfountain-under-siege/

Along with all that, there are plans for two car-dependent housing developments on our
doorstep. One will help triple the population of our neighbouring village of Erin to almost 15,000,
the majority of them commuters. The other, for 75 homes on the southern border of Belfountain,
is the latest in a series of on and off development proposals that villagers have so far successfully
opposed for 25 years. Bad projects, it seems, never completely go away. It's only a question of
time before we expect to see a new application to mine the Rockfort Quarry - the original pit
application on the site was quashed in 2011 after an exhausting 13-year battle.

Finally, there’s the issue of aesthetics and local governments. They seem to think faux-vintage
streetlights, suburban rolled curbs and suburban-style entrance “installations” like those recently
erected in nearby Alton, are what a “quaint” village should look like. | cringe when | imagine how
this schlock appears to visitors from Europe or Britain. All this plus, I'll say it again, the guttural
roar of Harleys, the screaming whine of crotch-rocket motorbikes and the screeching
acceleration of racing cars.

| grew up on a 90-acre farm at the corner of the Belfountain-to-Erin Road and the 6th Line, as we
used to refer to Bush Street and Winston Churchill Boulevard. At the end of a long, potholed
driveway, we lived in an old stone house, kept horses and a few chickens in the bank barn and
went for daily summertime swims in the West Credit River where it flowed below our house. We
hunted for salamanders and built forts in the hayloft. We walked to the Belfountain Public
School, filled our car at Trimble’s Garage (now the wonderful Higher Ground Café) and bought
many of our groceries from one or the other of two general stores. My parents tried hard, but
the chaos of five unruly children, an ever-evolving pack of dogs, power outages and an unreliable
supply of water meant our family life was more Dan Needles' “Fence Posts” column in this
magazine than TV's old Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous.

Just north of Belfountain, on the Fifth Line (Shaw’s Creek Road) beside the Elora-Cataract Trailway
(formerly a Credit Valley rail line), there’s an elegant old stone house. Not so long ago, it was a
farm worked by the Pinkney family. | once bought an old galvanized-steel water trough from the
Pinkneys. They charged me “two bits,” delivery included. Today, the house is boarded up, the
barn has been torn down and no outbuildings have been left standing. There isn't even any
gravel, as the Pinkneys, who built the house in 1886 and lived there for generations, made a
better living farming a wayside gravel pit than hay. Standing between this old farmstead and
demolition by the aggregate company that now owns it as well as a massive expanse of
aggregate-rich land all around it, is David Kendall, a local villager. Recognizing the historic value of
the house, he successfully lobbied to save this piece of Caledon's past.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENTS
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Sadly, no one protected a handful of other heritage farms around Belfountain. They have been
completely razed. There aren’t even any crumbling foundations or telltale lilacs to hint at the
stories of those who once lived there. Their farms have been obliterated - flattened into gravel-
pits-in-waiting, or to make way for yet another housing development. | try not to imagine how it
would feel if my childhood home were similarly violated and our past wiped clean.

At the BCO's AGM, | learned that while Kendall won the first round in his battle to save the
Pinkney house, his ability to win the war is far from assured. Cracks have opened in the house’s
foundation, boards have been ripped from its windows and fissures have appeared in its
beautiful fieldstone walls. Curious kids, moisture and the absence of a family to call the place
home are slowly eroding the historic building despite it now being protected under the Ontario
Heritage Act, and Kendall's ongoing negotiations with the aggregate company that still owns it.
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The Pinkney century farm. Photo by Fred Webster.

In the dystopian version of my movie, the walls closing in on Belfountain do eventually stop. At
first glance, the village that emerges bears little resemblance to the Pinkney house. Most
residents have succumbed to generous offers from a numbered company. This corporation
tarted up their homes into smart shops that sell “authentic” Ontario kitsch made in China.
Delighted tourists from all over the GTA and beyond stroll under faux-vintage streetlights, side-
stepping parked cars and gleaming motorcycles that have rolled over the rolled-over curbs, as
they admire endless parades of antique cars. They remark to each other, “Belfountain is so
quaint.”

But if you peek behind the facade, you'll see that like the cold, empty rooms behind the boarded
windows of the Pinkney house, the new Belfountain is also suffering from having no family. The
handful of people who still live there have never visited the Belfountain Conservation Area. The
BCO has faded away. There are no battles being waged. The Manors of Belfountain has swollen
from 75 suburban homes to three times that number. Gravel has been excavated to the brink of
the river valley. And there is no talk, not even for five minutes, about a Christmas potluck.

Dystopian films are popular right now, but it's my movie and | want a different, more inspiring
future for Belfountain. Trouble is, 007 hasn't given me a plausible way to win our cold war - why
would he? That would put him out of a job. So how to triumph when Belfountain’s woe, the drive
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for economic growth, is so powerful and pervasive? Which brings me back to the Pinkney house.

What Belfountain needs is an imaginative village-wide version of Kendall's win-win-win solution
for the Pinkney house. He recognizes it's both a losing battle and a distraction to pursue stop-gap
measures with town staff and the aggregate company over cracking foundations and vandalized
windows. Kendall says his ward is being “demolished by neglect.” Instead, he has proposed that
in return for a charitable receipt, the aggregate company donate the house and an acre that
surrounds it (on land almost entirely bereft of gravel) to the Headwaters Health Care Centre.
Kendall says he will finance, interest-free, the restoration of the house so its kitchen and halls can
once again come alive with the laughter of people who call it home. He then explains that the
hospital can sell the property, pocketing a tidy profit.

This creative idea may yet save the fine old stone house. But while we can put a celebratory
martini, shaken, not stirred, in Kendall's hand, he’s not 007 and Belfountain's plethora of battles
won't be solved by a single generous benefactor. It is being demolished by attrition - attrition
resulting from having to fight so many individual battles on so many different fronts.

In the movie Goldfinger, 007 asks, “Do you expect me to talk?” To which Auric Goldfinger replies,
“No, Mr. Bond, | expect you to die.”

No one, not even the overlords, wants this fate for Belfountain. They aren’t intentionally trying to
quash the village's heart and soul. But that's what could happen unless we come up with a
holistic solution that turns things around so it's those soul-destroying battle plans that can be
relegated to the last five minutes - or less - of a two-hour agenda. And wouldn't that be a kick-
up-your-heels, Christmas potluck kind of community-building good ideal!

About the Author more by Nicola Ross (https://www.inthehills.ca/author/nicola-ross/)

Freelance writer Nicola Ross lives in Belfountain.
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Conservation Authorities v. Doug Ford
(https://www.inthehills.ca/2021/03/conservation-
authorities-v-doug-ford/)

Mar 31, 2021 | Nicola Ross | Environment (https://www.inthehills.ca/category
[environment/)

The provincial government is stripping Ontario’s conservation authorities of the very
meaning of their name - and key protections for the environment.
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Highway 413: The Opposition Reloads
(https://www.inthehills.ca/2020/11/highway-413-the-
opposition-reloads/)

Nov 24, 2020 | Paul Webster | Environment (https://www.inthehills.ca/category
/environment/)

The Ford government has resurrected the controversial highway that will cut through south
Caledon. Is it a done deal?
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10 Years of the Greenbelt (https://www.inthehills.ca
[2015/06/10-years-of-the-greenbelt/)

Jun 16, 2015 | Tim Shuff | Environment (https://www.inthehills.ca/category/environment/)
Ontario launched the Greenbelt Plan’s 10-year review, which is taking place concurrently
with reviews of the Niagara Escarpment Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan &
Places to Grow.
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Finding Balance in Caledon: The Urban/Rural Divide
(https://www.inthehills.ca/2015/06 /the-urbanrural -
divide/)

Jun 16, 2015 | Nicola Ross | Environment (https://www.inthehills.ca/category
/environment/)

In less than two decades Caledon’s population will be 75 per cent urban. Can its
countryside values survive the shift?
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Jun 16, 2015 | Nicola Ross | Leisure (https://www.inthehills.ca/category/leisure/)

Nicola Ross shows readers how to navigate local Caledon trails, including the Bruce Trall
and the Trans Canada Trail, without having to backtrack or arrange to leave a car at a hike's
endpoint.
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Jun 20, 2019 | Nicola Ross | Good Sport (https://www.inthehills.ca/category/departments
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Tearing up tracks for a place to go slow.
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Submit Your Event

Submit your community, arts or nonprofit event to What's On in the print edition and online calendar of
In The Hills. It's quick and it's free.

Add Your Community Event (https://www.inthehills.ca/events/my-events/add)

Upcoming Events

TUE
13

Job Fair — Headwaters Health Care Centre (https://www.inthehills.ca/event/job-fair-
headwaters-health-care-centre/2021-07-13/)
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July 13

TUE
13

Inspiring Stories of Women in the Virtual PAMA Collections (https://www.inthehills.ca/event
/inspiring-stories-of-women-in-the-virtual-pama-collections/2021-07-13/)

July 13 @ 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

WED
14

Inspiring Stories of Women in the Virtual PAMA Collections (https://www.inthehills.ca/event
/inspiring-stories-of-women-in-the-virtual-pama-collections/2021-07-14/)

July 14 @ 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

View More... (https://www.inthehills.ca/events/)
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Advertise
Advertise In The Hills (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/)
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10 Reasons to Advertise (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/10-reasons-to-advertise/)
Advertising Tips (https://www.inthehills.ca/category/advertising-tips/)

Dates, Rates, Terms & Specs (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/deadlines-rates-terms-and-
specs/)

Advertise Online (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/advertise-online/)

Dining in the Hills (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/dining-out-guide/)

Who Reads What in Headwaters? (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/who-reads-what-in-
headwaters/)

Canadians Love Their Magazines (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/canadians-love-their-
magazines/)

Successful Advertisers (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/successful-advertisers/)

Find an Advertiser (https://www.inthehills.ca/find-an-advertiser/)

Connect With Us

Contact Us (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/contact-us/)

Subscribe to In The Hills (https://www.inthehills.ca/subscribe/)

Newsletter Sign Up (https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=7zww4neab&p=0i&
m=1104276052796&sit=0itzb9wfb&f=29dd199¢-100d-4448-96cf-4b4cf0764579)

Submit an Event (/events/my-events/add)

n Like us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/inthehills/)

l:o] Follow us on Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/inthehillsmag/)

a Follow us on Twitter (https://twitter.com/inthehillsmag)

We acknowledge the support
of the Government of Canada.

(https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage.ntml)

i+l

Canada

INTHE HILLS

A magazine of country living in the Headwaters region

In The Hills is an independent, locally owned print and online magazine that has earned its reputation
as the best-read, best-loved magazine in Headwaters.

The magazine is delivered to more than 40,000 homes and farms throughout Caledon, Erin, Dufferin,
Orangeville and Creemore - up to double the circulation of any other local publication. And it is
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available to visitors at local inns, restaurants, specialty retail stores and other tourist locations.

© 2021 In The Hills. Site by Barking Dog Studios (https://barking.ca)
Home (https://www.inthehills.ca/)

Contact (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/contact-us/)

Advertise (https://www.inthehills.ca/advertise/)
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